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Europump Welcomes New President
On Wednesday 26th May, Vanni Vignoli was elected as the 30th President of
Europump, the European pump industry association. In an historic first, and in
keeping with other such COVID induced adaptations, the election was undertaken
digitally as part of the association’s Virtual General Assembly.
An Engineer in the pump sector for over 20 years, Vignoli has held various
positions with Italian pump manufacturer, Caprari, best known for its centrifugal
pumps, submersible motors, and integrated solutions for water systems. Most
recently as its Head of Corporate Marketing, he has been responsible for both
strategic and product marketing activities, whilst coordinating several businesses
within the Caprari suite of companies. However, as of 1st June 2021 he will hold
the position of Research and Development Director.
Currently Chairman of the Marketing Commission and Second Vice-President of
Assopompe, Europump’s Italian association member, he has served Europump
for many years. Initially as a Guest to various meetings and then as a Delegate,
he became Chairman of the SME Commission, and a Member of the Executive
Council before his election as First Vice-President in 2019, at the General
Assembly held in Naples.
Vanni Vignoli succeeds Dr Sönke Brodersen, Global Executive Officer Committees
and Associations at KSB SE & Co. KGaA and Chairman of VDMA Pumps+Systems,
the German pump manufacturer association. Sönke has been a member of
Europump’s Executive Council since 2005 and served as the association’s
President between 2011 and 2013, being re-elected in 2019.
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The election of a new President comes at a time of profound change both for the
European pump industry, as it moves full speed towards the digital and green
twin revolution, and for the role of European associations whose “raison d’être”
of building bridges between companies, countries and people has been strongly
challenged by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Vanni Vignoli said of his election: “I

very much look forward to continuing the work started by Sönke, notably with
the setting-up of our new “digital working group” to address data, artificial
intelligence and cyber security issues as they affect our industry, and the
continuous promotion of our “Extended Product Approach”, which places us at
the forefront of the EU’s sustainability policy”.
On behalf of all those involved in the European pump sector, the Executive
Committee would like to offer its sincere thanks to Dr Sönke Brodersen for his
fine and diligent work throughout his tenure as Europump President and wish
Vanni Vignoli its unwavering support and best wishes as he takes over the role.
As part of the same election process, Luboš Michlik, Sales Director of Sigma
Group and representative of CPMA (the Czech Pump manufacturers association)
was elevated to the position of First Vice-President, having previously held the
role of Second Vice-President for the past two years. Additionally, Alexandre
Lacour, President of SOMEFLU and representative of EVOLIS (the French pump
manufacturers association), was elected to succeed Luboš as Second VicePresident. The Executive Committee welcomes them both to their new roles and
assures them of its full support.
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Note to Editors:
About Europump
Europump is the European Association of Pump Manufacturers and was established in 1960. It represents 16
National Associations in 12 EU Member States, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey, and the UK. Europump members
represent more than 450 companies with a collective production value of more than €10 Billion and an
employee base of some 100,000 people across Europe.
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Reader Enquiries to:
Pierre Lucas
Secretary General
Europump
Bluepoint Brussels
80 Boulevard Reyers
1030 Brussels
Belgium
Tel : +32 2 206 68 69
Email : pierre.lucas@orgalim.eu
Web : www.europump.net
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